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Abstract: Skills competition is an important part of the vocational education system and a booster of teaching quality in
vocational colleges. This study explores the role of skills competition in advancing the comprehensive ability of students in
vocational colleges from specific cases. Firstly, this paper elaborates on relevant educational policy issue papers. Secondly,
the studies of relevant scholars are discussed. Thirdly, the students’ work in the Capital Challenge Cup Skills Competition is
presented. Fourthly, the preparation process of the competition is used as a case study to explore the improvement of students’
abilities in four dimensions. Finally, the main conclusions are summarized. The skills competition is of great significance for
vocational institutions to improve teaching quality and talent training mode. Vocational institutions should invest more

financial resources and create more policies to support the development of skills competitions.
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1. Introduction

Vocational education and general education are two different types of education with equal importance [!1.
Vocational education is positioned to export skilled and applied talents to various industries in society. As
China enters a new stage of development, industrial upgrading and economic restructuring have been
accelerated. At present, the demand for technically skilled personnel in various industries is becoming more
and more urgent, and the important status and role of vocational education is becoming more and more
prominent. In April 2022, Chinese government introduced the Law on Vocational Education and
emphasized the role of skills competitions in the vocational education system in the form of a law. The
document proposes that “the state will provide a platform for technically skilled personnel to showcase
their skills and exchange skills through organizing and conducting vocational skills competitions and other
activities.” “Vocational institutions should make use of skills competitions to continuously train more high-
quality technical skills talents” 2. Various vocational skills competitions are an important supplement to
campus education and a platform for talent selection. In 2019, the Ministry of Education issued the notice
of “Statute of National Vocational College Skills Competition.” The document proposed that “skills
competitions are an important tool to improve the quality of technical skill training, test teaching
achievements and lead education teaching reform.” Vocational education should “insist on promoting
teaching, learning and reform through competitions.” Vocational institutions should “reasonably draw on
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the concepts and standards of the World Skills Competition to cultivate high-quality skilled talents and
promote the construction of a skill-based society” ],

As a booster for the internal development of vocational education, vocational skills competitions play
an important leading role in the process of professional talents training in higher vocational institutions.
Therefore, it is necessary to analyze and improve the talent training system from the perspective of
vocational skills competition. This paper carries out relevant research work.

2. Research status

An American scholar, Liu ! argues that participation in skills competitions is a win-win situation for both
students and teachers. He believes that teachers can enhance their professional competence and thus
improve the quality of teaching, while students can consolidate and improve their professional skills and
enhance their overall quality. Various skills competitions provide a great help to cultivate high-quality,
skillful talents who meet the requirements of modern society. Scholar Wu °! and others have analyzed the
problems of digital education and suggested the use of adding a simulation operation competition module
within the operating system. Students play games (compete with each other) to complete learning tasks and
thus improve the quality of teaching and learning. Japanese scholar Wan ¢ used a big data approach to
investigate the intrinsic relationship between vocational skills and these findings can provide a theoretical
basis for other vocational skills research fields, for example, vocational skill training, vocational skill
mining and vocational skill identification. Green !, a German scholar, reformed the curriculum based on
the core skills theory. He found that highlighting core skills in teaching enhances the integration of
academic and vocational learning through teaching experiments. Scholar Zheng 81 explained the
importance of cultivating applied senior talents from the perspective of the rapid development of the sports
market and analyzed the relationship between vocational skills competitions and the cultivation of applied
talents. She designed a new system for cultivating applied talents based on vocational skills competition,
which provides a reference path for cultivating applied talents in sports economy management. Scholar Li
1 analyzed the importance of the “tiered ladder” training mechanism in the context of vocational skills
competition, taking the secondary-level electronics students as the research object. Xiao ') studied the
optimization of vocational skills competition in the sports industry using various research methods. Scholar
Yuan ! studied the role of vocational skills competitions in promoting curriculum teaching reform, taking
food service and management majors as an example. She put forward the idea of using the skills competition
to promote the teaching content, teaching methods and teaching evaluation of the course. Scholar Lv [
analyzed the methods and ideas of industrial product innovation practice with the case of “industrial product
digital design” in the senior vocational skills competition. He believes that skill competitions are important
for the curriculum reform and the development of students’ innovation ability.

What are all the advancing effects of skills competitions on talent development? Scholars have
conducted studies from different dimensions. However, many studies are more theoretical and lack real
cases and statistics. Some suggestions are more idealistic but difficult to apply in teaching. This study
analyzes the role of skills competitions in improving students’ overall ability from four dimensions by
guiding them to participate in the Capital University Challenge Cup Competition as a case study. The
research logic of this paper is shown in Figure 1.

Description of China's .| Summary of scholars' | Analysis of problems
policy documents " research g and solutions
y
) . _ Improvement of » Introduction to skills
Main conclusions < L "
students' ability competition works

Figure 1. The research logic diagram of this paper. Source: Original figure
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3. Problem analysis and solution

This study analyzes the effect of the competition on the overall quality of students by guiding them to
participate in the Capital University Challenge Cup Competition. The entry was a precision equipment
lifting device. The research team guided the students in the design of the proposal, drafting, prototyping,
and writing of the declaration. In order to improve the quality of the work, the teachers and students divided
the tasks and analyzed the base deformation under pressure. During the preparation for the competition, the
students’ overall ability was significantly improved. Firstly, the skills competition required a lot of
mechanical design and mechanical analysis skills, so the knowledge they had learned in class was
consolidated. Secondly, there were strict requirements in filling out the declaration form, so the students’
written expression ability was well exercised. Thirdly, many problems were encountered in the design of
the entries, which required the students to analyze their abilities and solve them, therefore improving their
problem-solving ability significantly.

4. Skills competition entry

Some students designed skills competition entry under the guidance of the teachers. As shown in Figure 2,
the precision equipment in the middle is to be lifted. The vertical deflection of the precision equipment
must be less than 1° during lifting. Two identical cranes are separated on both sides of the precision
equipment. The hydraulic device provides power to the claw through the lever device. The claws on the
left and right sides slowly raised the precision device. Obviously, the deformation of the support column
(as shown in Figure 3) must be considered.

Precision equipment Hydraulic equipment

Leverage

Claw Support column

Figure 2. Structure of the skills competition entry. Source: Original figure

Part-A

Figure 3. Structure of the support column and its coordinate system. Source: Original figure

The students hoped to test the mechanical properties of the support column. A force of 5 kN is applied
to the upper surface of the support column in the negative direction of the Z-axis. The deformation value
needs to be tested. The students were hoping for a result less than 30 um. To solve the students’ problems
and promote the progress of the entry, the research team considered using finite element software for
modeling and simulation. Besides, the teachers and the students have carried out a division of tasks to
quicken the process of completing the entry. The teachers were mainly responsible for finite element
modeling and simulation, whereas students were responsible for image production, formula editing, report
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writing and so on. With the joint efforts of students and teachers, the problem was solved. The result
obtained from the simulation is 14 pm, which meets the design requirements. In the process of designing
and producing the work of the skills competition, the students’ abilities in many aspects were improved.

5. Promoting effect and analysis

5.1. Review the teaching content

If not consolidated in time, students will gradually forget what they have learned in class. In the process of
designing and manufacturing the work for skill competitions, the students needed to apply what they had
learned, which was very helpful to consolidate what they had learned in class. As mentioned earlier, in
order to analyze the deformation of the support column, the students consulted the content of engineering
mechanics they had learned. They had to learn again not only the functional relationship between strain and
stress, but also the basic calculus calculations. Figure 4 shows the schematic diagram of calculating the
small deformation of the support column that the students established using the infinitesimal method.
Through the mechanical analysis of the skills competition works, the students understood some concepts
of Engineering Mechanics more thoroughly.

z Part-A
Cross sectional Side length of

area: A cross section: x
_al X‘ A .
- I I/Idzi
~ Strain in the Z-axis : ¢ 0
. :

Part-B

Figure 4. Structure of the support column and its coordinate system. Source: Original figure

5.2. Improve writing skills

It is very important to declare the entries of the skills competition. Under the guidance of the teachers,
students write the first draft of the declaration. Since most of the students did not have experience in writing
the declaration, the quality of the declaration was very bad. The teachers revised sentence by sentence and
explained the reasons for the changes. In this process, the students’ written expression skills were improved.
The colorful pictures were a plus point for the declaration. The U3 nephogram (as shown in Figure 5) was
added to the declaration by the students. The redder the color means the larger the deformation and the
bluer the color means the smaller the deformation. In Figure 5, it can be seen clearly that the deformation
of the support column is 1.467x102 mm. Similar figures and data are important support materials for the
skills competition declaration.

U, us
+0.000e+00
-1.222e-03
-2.445e-03
-3.667e-03
-4.88%¢-03
-6.111e-03
-7.334e-03
-8.556e-03
-9.778e-03
-1.100e-02
-1.222e-02
-1.345e-02
-1.467e-02

Figure 5. U3 nephogram of the model after simulation. Source: Original figure
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5.3. Improve problem analysis ability

The design of a skills competition entry is very different from a traditional classroom assignment. During
the design and production process, students will encounter all kinds of problems. It is very important to
analyze these problems and come up with reasonable solutions. The deformation of the base will affect the
performance and accuracy of the entry. How is the value of the support column deformation determined?
By reviewing literature, the students found that there are two ways to solve the problem. One is to do an
experiment, and the other is to simulate and analyze. Due to Covid-19 pandemic, the students could not
perform the experiments. Even if they can perform the experiments, it would take a long time, which in
turn would affect the progress. In the end, the students and the teachers decided to use the simulation method.
The modeling and calculations were done by the teachers, while the geometric model and specific
simulation data were presented by the students.

5.4. Practice problem solving skills

As mentioned earlier, analyzing the problem is important, but solving it is even more critical. The process
of modeling and simulation is not straightforward. Neither the setting of the materialistic properties of the
model nor the selection of the mesh type are available in the relevant literature for reference. The students
and teachers had to keep figuring out one problem after another. Although they faced many challenges and
difficulties, the students overcame them one by one under the guidance of the teachers. Solving real
problems is very different from classroom work and this exercise is more meaningful to the students’
growth.

6. Conclusions

The current professional talent training system of vocational colleges has its shortcomings and there is a
gap between the cultivated talents and the job requirements of enterprises. Vocational skills competitions
is a major reform and conceptual innovation of vocational education system. It is of great significance for
vocational colleges to improve the quality of education and teaching and to improve the talent cultivation
mode. Based on real cases, this paper analyzes the improvement of students’ general skills during the
competition. The results show that the students who participated in the skills competition were able to
consolidate the classroom content and improve their written expression skills. In addition, students’
problem analysis and problem-solving skills were exercised.
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Abstract: Framed with Bourdieu’s capital theory, this article examines how different kinds of capital affect school choice
after the implementation of the “Double Reduction” policy in China. The considerable disparities in capital causes difference
in choice of schools, which is one of the causes of educational inequality. The article tentatively concludes that the “Double
Reduction” policy promotes educational equity by restricting the use of capital by the privileged class. However, in the long
run, the policy cannot alleviate the educational inequity, because it simplifies the complex struggle and compromise among

different types of capital.
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1. Introduction

School choice refers to the practice of parents selecting their child’s school rather than sending them to the
school which they are geographically assigned based on their place of living ['l. This phenomenon has
become more prevalent in many countries worldwide over the last three decades as neoliberalism came to
prominence in the 1980s ?1. According to David Harvey [?!, neoliberalism suggests that the most effective
approach to promote the well-being of humans is to liberate individual entrepreneurial skills and freedom
within an institutional framework characterized by substantial private rights and free markets. As a result,
the responsibility of policy designers is to establish and maintain an institutional structure conducive to
such behaviors. To some extent, the choice was taken as a neoliberal imperative [*]. Despite the disparities
in the region, history, and culture, most advocates of such policies claim marketized education can give
parents more options to meet their various needs. Based on this view, school choice was employed as an
effective solution to alleviate educational problems in many nations.

However, the various critics arose about the reducing education into a market consumption *1, It
was argued that this policy promotes educational inequality. According to the National People’s Congress
of China, every student should go to a school near the places where their residence is registered before
middle school. Although school choice is not legally permitted, some parents discover ways to get around
the tightly controlled admissions system to enroll their children in schools that do better academically or
have more resources. Hence, in China, school choice is not a solution to educational problems but a natural
outgrowth and a complicated problem.

In 2021, China implemented the “Double Reduction” policy. The new policy effectively alleviates the
school choice problem and promotes equitable distribution of educational resources. But while it does limit
the privilege of some people, the root cause of school-choosing is the lack of quality of education resources
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and their misallocation, which is much harder to detect. Hence, through Bourdieu’s theory, this study
analyzes the hard-to-restrict school-choosing in China to explain why the “Double Reduction” policy could
not boost education equality as planned.

2. Bourdieu’s capital theory
In this research, capital, as a key concept, facilitates the interpretation of different decisions made by
families from different backgrounds in the field of school choice. Bourdieu " conceptualizes capital as four
types: economic capital, social capital, cultural capital, and symbolic capital. The first one means the
material assessment, which is tangible goods that can be traded by money. The second one, social capital,
means network and social circle, like friends and classmates. Cultural capital tends to be described as some
spiritual treasure, which is manifested in three forms [*l: the embodied state (personal cultivation and taste),
the objectified state (books and paintings), and the institutionalized state (honors and diplomas). The
institutionalized state of cultural capital is also known as symbolic capital, which refers to be admitted by
rules, the worldview of dominants. Different from symbolic capital, the habituated and systematic negation
of the values, actions, and options are described as symbolic violence. Those four can transform into each
other and synthetically decide one’s position in the field. In reality, capital is never distributed equally.
There are another two terms related to the capital theory. The first term is “field,” which means a
bounded area of social space, with its own internal rules, a network or configuration of relations between
capital and positions. One’s position in a particular field depends on how one obtains, utilizes, and explores
capital treasured by the field. Individuals in a field internalize the rules manifested by an individual’s
habitus and create recognized practices based on the norms [°!. It bridges the internal and external worlds
and links one’s past and present. Overall, habitus interacts with field and capital, both temporally and
spatially.

3. The fight of capital in the field of China’s school choice

Economic capital is the decisive force in school choice in China. Families who want to choose schools will
pay a school choice fee (zexiaofei), which is treated as an educational endowment and can be used at the
school’s discretion. Parents will be inevitably involved the field of school choice, whether they plan to
choose a school or not because parents who tend to choose a school for their children encroach on the
limited number of places available, which should have belonged to other children. Differences in capital
place children of various classes in the selection of schools in distinct positions.

It 1s commonly acknowledged that there is a unique relationship between the middle class and
education, with the middle class being more reliant on educational credentials than other social classes 1),
School choice fees are an integral part of this investment, and many high-quality schools also place a high
value on academic performance. As a result, children from this class attend many tuition classes and read
more educational materials (cultural capital) to improve their learning outcomes. Another reason for the
higher position of the middle class in school choice is the higher level of education of their parents in
general (symbolic capital). It widens the gap in family capital even further, as some parents can answer
their children’s problems themselves and are more knowledgeable about how to educate them.

While children from middle-class families step up in this field, rural or economically disadvantaged
families fall victim to educational inequity. The lack of various capital makes it challenging for them to
excel academically or get access to a key school. Hence, they are stuck in ignorance, both in the field of
school choice and in society. In the long run, children of vulnerable groups gradually believe that they are
not good at learning, inadvertently enduring symbolic violence and further internalizing it as part of their
habitus. Education is supposed to provide a ladder for social mobility, but school choice has made social
mobility insurmountable in China to some extent.
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In many countries, school choice policies are designed to allow the market to play a role in education
to rationalize the allocation of educational resources and provide more educational choices. However, in
the research of Bourdieu’s theory from Bathmaker !} diversification is a type of diversion that guides a
segment of the population along a simple but ultimately less rewarding path. Rural children tend to choose
less competitive schools [!2l. Those children from low-income families or rural areas choose vocational
schools due to their relatively poorer academic performance fall in the trap of dominants who have the right
to make rules in this game, and their almost doomed failing life is subjected to symbolic violence. That
reveals that these policies benefit privileged Chinese families and the government.

To promote equity in education, China has implemented the “Double Reduction” policy in 2021.
Nevertheless, the issue of school choice is a complex social derivative, with different families making
different choices as a result of the interaction of capital, habitus, and field, and a single policy alone will
not relieve the contribution of school choice to educational inequity. In the long run, school choice still
frequently exacerbates existing social class disparities.

4. Short-term impacts of the “Double Reduction” policy in school choice

As the new policy has been in place for a relatively short period, it is not yet possible to produce objective
data. Therefore, in this section, arguments are cited from what is happening in China to explore the impact
of the new policy on school choice from the perspective of schoolteachers (public and private schools) and
parents and children (middle class and above, rural and working families).

As the passive party in school choice, schools are affected differently depending on their nature and
quality of teaching. Prior to implementing the “Double Reduction” policy, public schools were subject to a
great deal of competition for students from private schools. With a great deal of financial autonomy, private
schools employed highly experienced teachers at high salaries and can provide well-established, state-of-
the-art infrastructure and diverse content options 3], Following the implementation of the “Double
Reduction” policy, the return of students to public schools was evident, while private schools suffered a
setback in enrolment. The non-focused public senior high schools, on the other hand, have gone from
previously under-enrolling students to being able to meet their enrolment targets.

The schoolteachers are also affected due to dramatic change in student numbers. The salaries of public-
school teachers are increasing along with their workload; meanwhile, private school teachers are at risk of
losing their jobs, and competition is fierce. When the number of students increases, teachers’ workload in
public schools naturally increases as well. However, the “Double Reduction” policy also claims a limitation
on students’ workload. The increase in teachers’ workload is mainly due to after-school activities
subsidized by the local government. The reduction in the number of pupils in private schools should by
right ease teachers’ workload, instead, the opposite has happened. Teachers in private schools do not have
it easier as they are competing fiercely for the limited number of places available to them through their
students’ performance because under-enrolled schools evidently do not need so many teachers, leading to
unemployment.

Additionally, the quality of student intake is balanced, as most of the students are enrolled close to
where they live. Children from those high-income families tend to do well academically !, Children from
average economic level families are now prevented from entering key schools through like school choice
fees. That balances out the original difference in student numbers and intake quality, and also narrows the
gap between key and non-key schools, thus reducing the anxiety of parents who cannot choose schools [!°],

As the involved parties in the act of school choice, parents and children make different choices because
of disparities in capital ['®. With the implementation of the policy, some parents who would have used their
capital to choose schools must go to the schools allocated to them, thus bridging the gap between families
of students. Furthermore, children at lower income levels continue to go to the school they are allocated,
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whether it is a priority or a non-priority. Nevertheless, this is beneficial in that, as mentioned above, access
to schools based on residence reduces the gap between schools, which means that otherwise considered
poor schools can achieve better academic results by absorbing more children from privileged families, thus
promoting equity in education for all.

Through the analysis of these effects, we see that the “Double Reduction” policy has had a positive
effect on promoting educational equity and limiting the use of capital by the privileged class. However, this
is only a short-term effect. In the long run, the “Double Reduction” policy will have a minimal effect in
alleviating the problem of school choice.

5. Long-term implication of the “Double Reduction” policy in school choice

In the long run, the “Double Reduction” policy cannot alleviate the educational inequity brought about by
school choices dominated by middle-class families and even expand the unequal distribution of educational
resources, thus allowing class entrenchment, because it tries to simplify the complex struggle and
compromise among capitals only by limiting school-choosing behaviors while ignoring the deeper reasons
behind the act. While school choice fees are banned by the policy, other forms of capital will replace the
economic capital that used to dominate school choice. Social capital is playing an increasingly important
role in it. Although school choice is banned, privileged families can still achieve the goal of choosing a
school with a higher quality of education for their children. For example, a normal university professor
managed to send her son to a key senior school that was not in her area of residence because many of her
past students were teachers at that school. Besides, key schools also rationalize school choices by setting
up several programs, such as, Elite Students Program (students who achieved some awards or performed
outstandingly in school), Transient Students Program (students who study at a school on a temporary basis),
to accept students who do not live in the area. Furthermore, cultural and symbolic capital are also influential.
Middle-class and above families with more cultural and symbolic capital tend to place more importance on
their children’s education (habitus) and are thus willing to overcome difficulties of school choice caused
by the “Double Reduction” policy. However, for rural and working-class families, school choice becomes
a battle of comprehensive capital rather than economic capital alone, which is more challenging for them
to obtain. In the end, the intention of sending the child to a key school has to be eliminated, then many low-
income families who could have paid school choice fees to enable their children to receive a better-quality
education will voluntarily give up

The “Double Reduction” policy on school choice clearly states that students must attend school close
to their residence. Some wealthy families will simply buy property (economic capital) near a key school to
qualify for admission in some areas where the policy is strictly enforced, and social capital cannot work. In
this way, economic capital is not restricted but even amplified. If school choice fees already strain the
disadvantaged family, the purchase of a house is then an almost unattainable luxury. Rural or low-income
families will stay in ordinary schools and suffer symbolic violence from the policy as they become trapped
in a vicious cycle of low education - low income - low social status.

In the field of school choice, the middle class sets the rules, and it is they who have the capital cherished.
It could be argued that school choice is a game for middle-class families and that the “Double Reduction”
policy restricts only those families and children who possess less capital or are at a disadvantaged position.
This seemingly fairer policy is, in essence, a massive act of symbolic violence against the public by denying
their possibility of pursuing educational equity.

The main reason for choosing schools is to pursue higher-quality educational resources and thus to
achieve better academic performance. The policy, which restricts school choice, appears to promote equity
but does not really alleviate the problem. The right approach is to provide more quality education and
reconsider how to define “good” education and excellent academic performance.
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Abstract: Emily Bronté’s Wuthering Heights, as a representative novel in the transformation of British society in the 19th
century, reflects the transition of English literature from romanticism to realism. “Wind,” as an important image, appears many
times in the novel, runs through the full text, and has important symbolic significance. From the howling wind accompanying
Heathcliff’s appearance to the resentment of the wanton wind beating Thrushcross Grange during his revenge, to the wind
calming down after Heathcliff’s death, the raging wind is completely integrated with the characters of the novel. Its rise, roar,
and calmness all reflect the author’s thoughts on the social reality such as the violent resistance of the yeoman class, the
contradiction and union between the peasant group, the land aristocracy and the bourgeoisie, and the gradual annihilation of
the yeoman class by the capitalist trend. This paper intends to discuss the image of “wind” in the novel, analyze the theme
from the perspective of Marxist criticism, and try to reach the following conclusion: “wind” represents the power of the
yeomanry class headed by Heathcliff. It is revolutionary to some extent, but it also has the inherent weaknesses and limitations
of the yeoman class. The failure of the yeoman class has its profound social reasons and historical inevitability. At the same

time, it also enlightens us that in a capitalist society, the poor people will never get real democracy and freedom.

Keywords: Marxism; Wind; Yeomen; Class struggle; Violent revolution

Online publication: February 15,2023

1. Introduction

“Wind,” which appears many times in Wuthering Heights, the masterpiece of Emily Bronté€, has strong and
profound symbolic significance and constitutes a metaphor for the protagonist’s psychological state, social
position, and destiny. The title of the novel, Wuthering Heights, uses the word “wuthering,” the sound of
“wind” in its turbulent flowing state, which has revealed the core of the novel. All kinds of “wind” and the
tangible or intangible objects with shaking power run through Wuthering Heights, from the violent wind
howling wildly, to the creaking windows hit by the wind, the earth-shaking thunder and lightning roar, to
the angry curse and hysterical roar of the protagonists... These are the spirit of the turbulent wind, an
impassioned chorus, the wind from the wilderness and the soul. They suggest the violence and alienation
of the protagonist in the novel and the inseparable relationship between him and the roaring wind. The
howling wind is closely related to the three important turning points in the novel. It is not only a reflection
of Heathcliff’s mental course and life situation, but also a symbol of Heathcliff’s life of struggle.

2. A sudden howling wind: Prelude to struggle of a yeoman
Heathcliff breaks into the enclosed small world composed of Wuthering Heights and Thrushcross Grange
like a sudden wind, and the people in this world obviously do not welcome him. They oppress and torture
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him and shut him out, which makes Heathcliff, who is directly threatened by survival, begin to recognize
the essence of exploitation of the upper class and prepare to give up his illusions and put up resistance.

2.1. Impact of environment on yeomen

The enclosed world composed of Wuthering Heights represented by the traditional land aristocracy and
Thrushcross Grange represented by the industrial bourgeoisie is the epitome of the British society in which
Emily Bronté lives. With the advancement of the industrial revolution, the British society enters the
transformation period of capitalist society in great strides. The development of large industry mercilessly
attacks and excludes the living space of yeomen. At the same time, they are exploited by the traditional
aristocracy and bourgeoisie and fall into a difficult and precarious situation.

Wuthering Heights is not only a symbol of traditional aristocracy, but also a representative of feudal
society. As a semi proletarian farmer who suddenly breaks in, Heathcliff is discriminated against and
abused here. As a self-conscious ancient decent family, the Earnshaw family is naturally socially exclusive.
It is a habitual thinking for them to oppress the bottom class for many years. The past “riots” of many
farmers have also proved that what they fear most is the resistance of the bottom class, just as Wuthering
Heights itself is a closed farm where “the narrow windows are deeply set in the wall, and the corners
defended with large jutting stones” 1, it naturally resists the sudden intrusion of Heathcliff, a wind from
the wilderness representing the yeoman class. The turbulent social environment makes people in the villa
more afraid of the subversion of their social status and living space, and instinctively want to “drive” the
wind out of the window. However, Wuthering Heights, which is a tangible entity, cannot resist the entry
and penetration of the invisible “wind,” so the people of the Earnshaw family can only torture and exploit
Heathcliff by cruel means to prevent him from resisting and retaliating. People of aristocratic families in
this traditional land are afraid of Heathcliff “blowing up” the original order and rules, regard him as a
stumbling block, refuse to accept and admit him, they torture, oppress, and exploit him. As the novel clearly
points out, Hindley’s habitual humiliation of Heathcliff is “enough to turn a saint into a devil.” Even Nelly,
who hates him, admits that he suffered inhuman treatment at Wuthering Heights. At the same time,
Heathcliff is deprived of the right to education and reduced to working on the farm. He is oppressed by
work all day. “Continual hard work, begun soon and concluded late, had extinguished any curiosity he once
possessed in pursuit of knowledge, and any love for books or learning” (!, in this way, Heathcliff lives a
life that cannot be educated and suffers from work in the villa.

As a symbol of the emerging industrial bourgeoisie, Thrushcross Grange is the epitome of machines
replacing manual work. Relying on the superior conditions of machine production, the bourgeoisie defeated
the feudal economy and small commodity economy and established its dominant position. The bourgeoisie
who were aware of the benefits naturally continued to carry forward industrial production. As a result,
machines gradually replaced manual labor, and the living space of the yeoman with low productivity was
more seriously squeezed ?!. Thrushcross Grange has typical c